





a 
% 
. 
° 
4 
> 
» 
* 
¥ a 
y 
4 
’ 
= 
f 
‘ 
% 
* 











THE 


CHRISTIAN 


MAGAZINE. 


aa re 

















ECEMBER, 1895. 





No: 12. 








Marturw 22, 14.—For many 
are called, but few are chosen. 

Ever since the first apostacy, 
the minds of men have been 
darkened, through the ignorance 
that is in them by reason of the 
blindness of their hearts. They 
can'see no beauty inthe divine 
character, and no consistency, nor 
even sincerity in the divine con- 
duct. The truth of this observa- 
tion will probably be felt by 


many, while I am reading the 


parable, which closes with the 


words I have read. ‘*And Jesus an- 


| swereéd, and spake unto them again 
by parables, and said, The king- 
dom of heaven is like unto acer- 


tain king who made a marriage for 


- His son; afd sent forth his ser- 
vants to call thém that were bid- 


den {0 the wedding: and they 
Again he sent 
forth other servants, saying, Tell 
| them: that are bidden, behold 1 


would not come. 


_ have prepared my dinner; my 
_ ox@h aid my fatlings are killed, 
| and’ all’ things‘ are’ ready: come 
4 unto the marriage. But they 
42 


tee 


made light of it, and went their 
ways; one to his farm, anotherto 
his merchandize: and the rem- 
nant took his servants, and én- 
treated them spitefully, and slew 
them. But when the king heard 
thereof, he was wroth: and He 
sent forth his armies, and destroy- 
ed those murderers, and burned 
their city. Then saith he to his 
servants, The wedding is ready, 
but they which were bidden were 
not worthy. Go ye therefore 
into the highways, and as mary 
as ye shall find, bid to the mar- 
riage. So those servants went 
out into the high-ways, and gath- 
ered together all as many as they 
found, both bad and good: and’ 
the wedding was furnisbed with 
guests. And when the king came’ 
in to see the guests, he saw thére 
a man who had not on the wed-’ 
ding garment: and he said unto” 
him, Friend, how camest thou ia 
hither, not having a wedding gar- 
ment? And he was  spéechless. 
“ Then said the king to the servants, 
bind him hand and foot, and take 
him away, and cast him info outer 
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‘darkness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. For many 
are called, but ‘few are chosen.” 
Now says one and another! have 
often heard and read this text, 
and it always appears to me io 
the same light. Do you not see 
the inconsisteney of God in his 
secret and revealed will, and his 
insincerity in his universal call 
and particular election? Many 
are called, but few are chosen. 
All are invited to accept of salva- 
tion, while only a few are elected 
to eternal life. if God means to 
save all, he may with propriety 
invite all to come to the gospel 
feast; but as he means to save 
only-a chosen few, and to destroy 
the rest, it is very hard to con- 
ceive how his offers are sincere 
and consistent with his designs. 
As there are many, no doubt, who 
entertain such views of God, and 
feel such difficulties in their 
minds, respecting his character 
and conduct, it seems necessary 
to explain the meaning and con- 
sistency of his language in the 
text, ‘Many are called, bui few 
are chosen.” This plain declara- 
tion suggests this plain truth to 
our present consideration, 

That God invites more, than he 
elects, to accept of salvation. To 
set this subject in a clear light, it 
is proposed, 

I. To show that God does in- 
vite all to accept of salvation, 


And, 
I]. To illustrate his sinceri- 


ty in inviting more, than he 
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orem, 


has elected, to accept of salva- 
tion. 

l. I am to show that God in- 
vites all to accept of salvation. | 
Election always conveys the idea 
of distinction. if God had deter- 
mined to save all-mankind, such 
a determination would have been 
inconsistent with any personal 
distinction or election. But if he 
has determined to save a part, 
and not the whole of the human 
race; then this determination 
necessarily supposes what is prop- 
erly called personal election, or 
choosing one and not another, or 
choosing a part and not the whole 
of mankind to eternal life. And 
in this distinguishing sense, the 
doctrine of election is represented 
in scripture, God chose David, in 
distinction from all his brethren, 
to be king over Israel. God 
chose the Jews in distinction from 
all other nations to be his peculiar 
people. And God chose Paul in 
distinction to Judas to eternal 
life. All saints are called a chosen 
generation, a peculiar people. 
The apostle speaking of the few 
Jews that embraced the gospel in 
his day, says, “So then, at this 
time also, there is a remnant, 
according to the election of grace.” 
Christ speaks of all those as be. 
lievers, whom his father had giv- 
en himyand whom he had chosex 
out ofthe world. And this agrees 
with his declaration in the text. 
‘Many are called, but few are 
chosen.” Whether by this dec- 
laration he meant to intimate, that 


4 














bet few of mankind would be 
eventually saved, in comparison 
to those who will be eventually 
lost, it is not to our present pur- 
pose to inquire. Though we 
may just observe, that it is proba- 
ble Christ had particular respect 
to the success of the gospel, at 
the time in which he lived. But 
be this as it may, there is no doc. 
trine more plainly revealed in-the 
gospel, than the doctrine of per- 
sonal election to eternal life. 
And according to scripture histo- 
ry, but very few have been chos- 
en in proportion to those who 
have’ been called, from the tall of 
man ‘o this day. God has com- 
monly invited more, than he has 
elected, to accept of salvation. 
This will more fully appear, if 
we consider, 

1. The tenor of his gracious 
‘invitations. ‘These are all couch- 
ed in the most extensive and uni- 
versal terms. ‘ Unto you,O men 
I call, says divine wisdom, and 
my voice is to the sons of man.” 
Another divine invitation runs in 
this unlimited form. ‘ Ho, every 
one that thirsteth, «ome ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, buy, and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money, and without 
price.” “Come unto me, says 
Christ, all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.’ ‘Come, says the 
master of the gospel feast. for all 
things are now ready.” “ Behold, 
says the compassionate Saviour, 
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‘1 stand at the door and knock, 
of any. man hear my voice, and 
open the deor, | will come in to 
him and sup with him, and he 
with me.” ‘The Spirit and 
bride say come, let him that 
is athirst say come, and whosoever 
will let him come and take of the 
water of life freely.” In such 
universal terms God graciously 
invites sinners to accept of salva- 
tion. His invitations extend to 
all. men, of ali ages, of all charac- 
ters, and of all conditions in life. 
He: invites rich and poor, high 
and low, bond and free, elect.and 
non-elect to accept of the great 
salvation which he has provided 
for them. He excludes none, 
omits none in his general invita- 
tions. Many are called, and 
many more called, than are chos- 
en. And this further appears, 

2. From the final refusal of 
those, who were invited to accept 
of salvation. The parable with 
which the text is connected, rep- 
resents those who were first invi- 
tedto the gospel feast as utterly re- 
fusing tocome. The sacred writers 
represent the great majority of 
mankind from Adam to Christ, as 
rejecting the overtures of divine 
mercy. And we know, that the 
Jewish nation generally rejected 
the gospel which Christ preached, 
and which his apostles preached 
after he left the world. Where- 
ever they preached the gospel, 
as many as were ordained to eter- 
nal life believed, but much the 
greater part rejected the counsel 
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of God against themselves.. This 
has _peen the case ever since, 
wherever the offers of salvation 
have,been made. Now all who 
haye heard and finally rejected 
the, offers of salvation, and all 
who shall hereafter hear and 
reject the invitation of mercy 
must perish. ‘or this is the un- 
alterable condition of the gospel : 
‘He that believeth shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damaed.”’? All who have 
finally refused to accept the offers 
of life, are so many instances of 
God’s calling those whom he had 
not elected to salyation. Indeed, 
here is no text in the Bible more 
visibly verified every day and 
every where, than this we are 
considering—*+ Many are called 
but few are chosen.” We know 
he calls many, who visibly live 
and die in impenitence and unbe- 
lief; which is a visible evidence 
that he calls many more, than he 
has, ordained to etereal life. This 
leads to the 

II. Thing proposed, to speak 
on God’s behalf, and endeavor to 
vindicate this part of the divine 
conduct. 

That God does invite many 
more to accept of salvation, than 
he has ordained to eternal life, 
bas been, perbaps sufficiently 
established. But if this be unde- 
niably true, it must be equally 
true, that God is consistent and 
sincere in his gracious and upiver- 
sal invitations to sinners, though 
we may not be able to discover 


and explain the cousistency and 
sincerity of his conduct. It is 
hardly supposable, however} that 
we should be unable to see the 
propriety of his most common and 
mostgracious treatment of mankind 
in respect to their fuinre and eter- 
nal happiness. Let us, therefore 
seriously and impartially consider 
this matter on our part. No body 
sees any difficulty in God’s calling 
those,whom ke knows beforehand 
will not hear and accept his call; 
but many see a difficulty in his in- 
viting these to accept of salvation, 
whom he never intended to save 
but always intended to destroy. 
The text says that many are called 
but few are chosen. Here the dif- 
ficulty is, to see how God can con- 
sistentlv, with sincerity, say one 
thing and mean another. He says 
by tis universal invitation, that 
he is willing and even desirous of 
saving all;, while, at the same 
time, he has not chosen to save 
all, but actually chosen not to save 
all. This is the formidable diffical- 
ty which we shal] now attempt to 
remove. And if it can be made to 
appear, that God is really sincere 
wn his universal offers of salvation 
and means what he says; then 
the difficulty will entirely vanish, 
and no seeming grcund of objec- 
tion will remain against this part 
of the divine conduct. And here 
if we can determine what sincer- 
ity is, it will be easy to determine 
whether the universal invitations 
of the gospel are sincere and con- 
sistent with the divine rectitade: 
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We all knew what is implied ia 
one man’s making a sincere offer 
te another ; and we must suppose, 
that precisely the same things are 
implied in God’s making sincere 
offer to sinners. This leads me 
to observe, 

1. That God always has the 
good to bestow, which he offers 
to sinners in the gospel. No man 
can be sincere in offering that to 
anether, which he does not pos- 
sess and has no right to bestow.— 
Satan was not sincere in offering all 
the kingdoms of the world to 
Christ, because they were not 
his property and he had no right 
(o offer what he did not. pcessess. 
And if Ged had not the cood to be- 
stow which he offers to sinners in 
the gospel, there could be no sid. 
cerity in his offers. But he has 
the good he offers, when he in- 
vites them to acceptit. “ My ox- 
enand my fatlings are killed; 
come, for all things are now rea- 
dy.”’ God has given his Son to 
taste death for every man, and to 
be a propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world. He has made am- 
ple provision for the salvation of 
all, and therefore he may consist- 
ently and sincerely invite all to 
accept it, in this respect. 


2. The good, which God offers 


losinners in the gospel, he of- 
fers upon the easiest terms 
that any good can be offered.—- 
This appears fromthe terms them- 


selves, which are adapted to the: 


character, state and circumstances 
ofevery person in the world. 
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God says to every ene without 
distinction, “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, ‘come and drink. Ho, 
every one that is poor, come, and 
and buy wine and milk without 
money and without price.” Come 
for all things arenow ready. You 
may have every thing only for ac- 
cepting. And whosoever will, let 
him come, vnd take of the water 
of life freely. We cannot con- 
ceive that any good should be of- 
fered fo any person upon any low- 
er terms, than his being willing to 
accept it. And upon this condi- 
tion God offers salvation to sinners 
and to all sinners without distinc- 
tion. He requires no more of one 
than of another; and he requires 
no more of any, than they are 
perfectly able to perform, in any 
situation or circumstances of life. 
The rich, the poor, the sick,* the 
blind, the lame, are all equally a- 
ble toaccept the terms of salvation. 
If God made his-offers upon bard, 
difficult, or impossible’ conditions, 
they would appear to be insincere 
and insulting. If he required the 
poor to be rich, the sick to be 
well, the blind to see, the deaf to 
hear, or the lame to walk, as the 
terms uf salvation, it would be out 
of our power to. perceive the sin- 
cerity of his offers. Butwhen he 
offers all good upon ne other cen- 
dition, than a bare willingnes@ to 
accept it, it is equally out of our 
power to perceive any insincerity 
io this respect, in his most gra- 
cious invitations. This leads me 
to observe, 
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3: Fhat God is heartily willing 
that sinners should enjoy the great 
gocd which he offers to them in 
the gospel. This is essential to 
his sincerity in his offers, and this 
sinners are most apt to distrust.-—— 
For in this respect, mankind are 
most apt to be insincere in their 
offers to one another. It is very 
common among all classes of peo- 
ple to make offers of favours, 
which they do not desire should 
be accepted. And how often do 
they actually bestow favours upon 
those, who, they regret, should en- 
joy them ? This is insincerity. Aod 
if God were not heartily willing 
that sinners should enjoy all the 
good he offers tothem, we could 
see no sincerity in any of the ap- 
parently and professedly kind in- 
vitations in the gospel. But he 
is willing, and has given the most 
indubitable evidence, that he is 
heartily willing that sinners should 
enjoy all the spiritual blessings 
which he offers to them in the 
gospel of his grace. For he has 
provided salvation for all, and pro- 
vided it at the infinite expense of 
the death and suffering of the Son 
of hislove. And we cannot con- 
ceive why he should, in such a 
marvellous manner provide salva- 
tion for all, if he werenot most 
heartily willing that al] should en 
joy it. Besides, God stands in the 
same relation to all mankind, as 
the Father of their spirits the 
former of their bodies, and pre- 
server of their life and existence. 
He must have the same paternal 
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affection to all the sons of Adam, 
and consequently be as willing to 
forgive one as to forgive another ; 
to'save one as to save another ; 
and to admit one to heaven as to 
admit another. We cannot see 
the least ground of distinction in 
his benevolent affections towards 
the whole fallen, sinful race of 
men. Orif there be any ground 
of distinction, it must arise from 
the difference there is among sin- 


hers, in respect to greater degrees | 


of guilt. But God, in his offers, 
and in his conduct, pays no regard 


to this difference. He makes the | 


same offers to great, that he makes 
to less sinners, and he actually 
saves some of the mest guilty and 
ill-deserving of the human race. 
Add to this, he graciously fore- 
warns them of the serious conse- 
quences of their accepting or re- 
jecting his merciful proposals.— 
He assures them that their eter- 
nal happiness depends upon their 
accepting the terms of salvation, 


and their eternal destruction de- | 


pends upon their final refusal.— 
He urges them in the most endear- 
ing and affectionate manner to 
choose life instead of death. And 
to establish the truth of his dec- 
larations, he confirms it-by an oath 
As I live, saith the Lord, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the 


wicked, but that the wicked turn | 


from his way and live; turn ye. 
turn ye from your evil ways; for 


why will ye die?’ This is the | 


most solemn assurance he can 


give, that he is heartily willing, 
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that ali men should enjoy all the 
good which he offers to them in 
the gospel. 

Let us now lay all the circum- 
stances together which have been 
mentioned. God has the good to 
bestow which he offers to sinners. 
God offers the good he has to 
bestow upon sinners, on the low- 
est, and easiest terms, And he 
is heartily willing that the should 
actually enjoy all the geod which 
he has provided for them, and 


© offers to them. Does not this 


amount to a moral demonstration 
that he is sencere in his offers and 
invitations to all sinners? Can 
any thing more than this be im- 
plied in any sincere offers? If 
any man should offer another, a 
large estate tbat is his own prop- 
erty, and which he heartily de- 
sires the person to whom he 
makes the offer should possess 
and enjoy, upon the sole condition 
of his accepting it, could there 
be the least ansincerity in his of- 
fer? or can we conceive of any 
thing more necessary to render 
his offer perfectly sincere? No, 
says every one in this case. But 
yet the cbjector may still say, 
there is a difference between 
God’s making offers to his crea- 
tures, and thus making offers to 
one another. When they make 
offers to one another, they do not 
always know beforehand, whether 
their offers will be accepted, or 
rejected. But God always knows 
beforehand, whether his offers 
will be accepted, or rejected,— 
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Nay more, he has decreed from 
eternity who shall, and who shall 
not, accept the offers he makes 
to sinners in the gospel. So he 
expressly tells us in his word. 
“For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”” in answer to this, I 
would ask, What difference does 
God’s decree make in this case ? 
Does it alter the terms of salva- 
lion? Does it destroy the power 
of simmers to accept? Or does it 
alter the feelings of God towards 
sinners? God is willing, simply 
considered, that ali men should be 
saved. He is as willing that the 
noneelect should be saved, as that 
the elect should, simply considered. 
It is as disagreeable to him, that 
the non-elect should be destroyed, 
as that the elect should, simply 


considered. This is all that God 


declares in his universal invita- 
tions to sinners, and it is all that 
sincerity requires him to declare 
in his invitation to them. It is 
not necessary, that he should de- 
clare his purpose, or his intention, 
or his determination about the 
event of their accepting, or reject... 
ing his offers. This is no more 
necessary, than to declare his 
purpose, or his intention, or de- 
termination, whether all to whom 
he gives commands, shall actually 
obey or disobey them. ‘His com- 
mands declare what is agreeable 
to him, in its own nature, but not 
what is agreeable to him, as an e- 
vent. When he commands ali 


men tolove him with all the heart 
he does not declare. that it is his 
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purpose, or intention, or determin- 
ation that allmen*shatl love bim 
with all the ‘heart: He only de- 
clares that it is agreeable to him 
simply considered, that all men 
should actually love him supreme- 
ly.. So his imvitations: to sinners 
in the gospel, declare only what 
is agreeable:to shim, im its own 
natuve, but notwhat is agreeable 
to him, a3 an event: It is the 
wantiof making «this distinction, 
which creates ail the difficulty of 
men’s seeing the pertect sincerity 
of God in his: universal offers of 
salvation to sinners. © Sincerity 
iarGod regnires hint to make just 
such a declaration.as he does in 
the text, ‘*d:have determined to 
call abl, but b have not chosen all 
to salvation.”?> Such a declaration 
exact!y expresses: his real views 
and feelifgs in respect to siuners. 
But still the objector may say, I 
am not satisfied, for God not only 
chooses that somershould not ac- 
cept his offers of salvation, but de- 
termines that they should not ac- 
cept; andhe treatsthem accor- 
ding to ‘his decree; which prevents 
the non-elect from accepting his 
invitations. ‘l'o whichiit, is easy 
toweply, that he doesnot prevent 
their’ accepting his ofiers, it they 
choose to accept them. He ‘throws: 
no natura! difficulty; impediment, 
or obstruction in the way of their 
accepting salvation. - He never 
advises them not to accept of his 
gracious offers, nor gives them the 
least intimation, that: he’ will not 
punish them forever: according 
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to his threatenings, if they do neg. 
lect or refuse to accept his invita- 
tions to come to the gospel feast. 
But on the other hand he express. 
ty tells them, that he has pdrish- 
ed those who made light of his 
offers and rejected them. ‘* But 
when the king heard thereof, he 
was wroth: and sent forth his 
armies, and destroyed those mur- . 
derers.” Though they decline 
accepting his first’ calls, He cals 
again and again by different ser- | 
vants.’ Ft is said in the parable, | 
‘‘ he sent forth his servants-to call 
them that were bidden: and they’ 
wowd not come. Again he sent 
forth other servants, saying, Tell 
them. which are bidden, Behold, I 
have prepared my dinner: my 
oxen and fatlings are killed, and” 
ul things are ready; come unto 
the marriage.” Now, if he lays 
no obstacles or impediments in the 
way oftheir coming; if be does | 
not advise them not to come, but 
urges and entreats them, time | 
after time and by different ser- 
vants to come, and if they have 
no’ other excuse for refusing’ to 
come, but their love to their farms 
and merchandise, and other ‘work!- 
ly objects ; then it must be‘owing 
to'their own free and’ volantary } 
choice, that they make light of § 
his offers of Salvation, and not their | 
being not chosen or elected. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

1. If God'be sincere in offering 
salvation to all; then sinners are 
inconsistent in objecting against 
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his universal invitations. There 
is, in this case, a serious contro- 
versy between God 
and therefore there 
inconsistency on one 
other. 
but sinners say he is inconsistent, 


and sinners, 
must be an 
side, or the 


and consequenily insincere, in of- 
fering salvation to all, when he 
has chosen only a part to eternal 
life. If God be sincere in offer- 
ing salvation to all, though he has 
chosen but a part to eternal lile ; 
then he is consistent in making 
such a universal offer, and sinners 
are inconsistent in objecting a- 
But it has been shown, 
that God is consistent and sincere, 


gainat it. 


in inviting all, though he has not 
chosen all to accept cf salvation. 
For he has provided salvation for 
all; he offers salvation to all upon 
the lowest terms; and he is wil- 
ling that ali should accept and 
enjoy the salvation which he of- 
fers tothem. ‘These three things 
render his offers sincere and con- 
sequently consistent. But if there 
be no insincerity or inconsistency 
on God's part, it unavoidably fol- 
lows, that sinners are inconsistent, 
in objecting against his sincerity 
and consistency. All that sinners 
have to say is, that God has de- 
creed to save those, who are wil- 
ling to accept of salvation, and to 
destroy all, who are unwilling to 
accept of salvation. And who 
can see any insincerity or incon- 
sistency in this? He has decreed 
to treat both the elect and non- 
elect according to their choice, 
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God says he is sincere, 


- themselves 


36 | 


and who can see any injustice, or 
inconsistency, or insincerity in 
‘his? The willingness of some 
to accept of the offers of salva- 
tion, throws no obstacle in the 
way of others being willing to ac- 
cept the offers of salvaticn. Aad 
God’s making sor e willing to ac- 
cept the offers of salvation, throws 
no obstacle in the way of others 
accepting the offers of salvation. 
And God’s choosing {rom eternity 
i» make some willing to accept 
the offers o! salvation, throws no 
obstacle in the way of others ac- 
cepting the offers of saivation. 


2. If God sincerely offers salva- 
tion to all ; then nene have the 
least excuse for neglecting to ac- 
cept hig offer. If be has proyid- 
ed salvation for all ; if he has of- 
fered salvation to all, upon the 
lowest terms ; andifhe is willing 
that all should accept and enjoy 
the salvation he offers ;_ then his 
offers of salvation to all are infi- 
nitely kind and gracious, and wor- 
thy of the acceptation of all; so 


.that none can justly or reasonably 


excuse themselves for despising or 
neglecting so great salvation ashe 
freely offers and thev stand in 
perishing need of. But we find, 
that those who were once and 
again invited to come to the gos- 
pel feast made light of the invite- 
tion, and presumed to excuse 
for not coming, and 
went their ways, one to bis farm, 
and another to his merchandise. 
Those who have been invited 
since, have generaliy a.iempted 
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excuse themselves for not 
coming to the same feast. ‘Though 


to 


few presume to excuse themselves 
for not coming at all; yet multi- 
tudes excuse for not 


They plead 


themselves 
coming at present. 
that they are pre-engaged and too 
busy to come at present, though 
they sincerely intend to come, 
when they find a more convenient 
season, or when they have no 
cares, nor cuncerns, nor pursuils 
of more importance than the sal- 
Thiz is the 


excuse of the careless,the thought- 


vation of their souls. 


less, and stupid, who make light 
of the invitations of the gospe!.— 
Those who make this excuse, the 
parable teils us, will be rejected, 
condemned and destroyed. Others 
make a more specious excnse.— 
‘They say they are unworthy to 
come and partake ot the rich pro- 
visions of the feast, and to associ- 
ate with those who cordially ac- 
But this isa 


eroundless excuse, for all are in- 


cept the invitation. 


vited however mean, unworthy, or 


Hi deserving thev are. When 
the servant came and toll the 
master of the house, that those 


who were first invited rejected 
the invitation, he was displeased, 
and said to his servants, ‘* Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes 
of the city, and bring in hither 
the poor, and the maimed, and 
the halt, and the blind. And the 
servant said, Lord, it is done as 
thou hast commanded, and yet 
there is And the 
said unto his servant, Go out into 


room. Lord 
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the highways, and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled.” Here all 
are not only invited, but command- 
ed to come in, notwithstanding 
their meanness, unworthiness, and 
ill desert. We know, therefore, 
that this excuse can be of no avail. 
But there are some, who make 
another, and as they imagine, a 
more serious and solid excuse for 
not embracing the oflers of the 
cospel. 


that they cannot 


They confidenily say, 
embrace them. 
They say, they have desired to 
embrace them; that they have 
endeavoured to embrace them ; & 
that they have used all the means 
in their power to embrace them. 
They have read the gospel ; they 
have heard the gospel preached, 
and they have often and fervently 
prayed, that they might embrace 


.'s 


it; but they have never been 


na bf 
avie 


to embrace it ; but the more 
they have thought, and read, and 
heard, and prayed, tue more they 
have realized and felt their ina- 
bility to comply with the offers of 
mercy. 


a sincere excuse, and would be a 


This certainly looks like 


solid excuse, if the difficulty of 
their embracing the gospel lay in 
any thing else, than the selfishness 
of their hearts. The only cause, 
why they cannot love God su- 
premely, is, that they love them- 
selves supremely. ‘The only 
cause, why they cannot submit to 
his sovereignty, is, that they are 
afraid, that God does not love 


them, so well as they love them. 
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selves, and may sacrifice their 
interest to his own glory and the 
general good of the universe.—- 
They value their own interest 
and happiness more than the glo- 
ry of God and the interest of the 
whole universe, and rather perish 
than give up their own 
and happiness, on any considera- 


interest 


tion whatsoever. This isthe only 
cause of their being unable to 
God knows 


embrace the gospel. 


g 
the only ground of 
their excuse, and that this ground 
the 


all their criminality ; 


that this is 
of their excuse is source of 
and there- 
fore instead of accepting this ex- 
cuse, he will condemn and panish 


. unless 


y 


them forever for making i 
they repent and give it up. If 
they neglect to come to the gos- 
nel feast on any account; or if 
they come without the wedding 
garment, they will be dorev- 
er speechless and self-condemned., 

3. If God is sincere in his offers 
of salvation to sinners, then he 
is unspeakably gracious in making 
such offers to them. ‘The grace 
he displays in offering them salva- 
tion, is as great as the salvation 
he offers. And this is as great a 
salvation as he can offer, or as 
they can receive. They are by 
nature dead in trespasses and sins; 
but God offers them 
from the power, and dominion of 
sin, and to sanctify and purify them 
They are un- 


to deliver 


from all iniquity. 
der the condemnation of his holy 


and righteous law; but God offers 


(o pardon all their transgressions, 
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from the curse of the 


law, and save them from the wrath 


free them 
to come. They are poor, avd 
wretched, and miserable ; but God 
ofiers to give them all the bless- 
ings of his heavenly kingdom.— 
‘They are vile and cdious crea- 
dures, who deserve to be banish- 
esl from the presence of God, and 
the society of angels and (ie spir- 
its of just men made perfect, and 
doomed to dwell forever with the 
impure spirils in prison: but God 
ofiers to pat them in the mansien 
of the blessed. ‘They have for- 
feited all good at the hands ot 
God; but he offers to bestow all 
the good upon them which they 
are capable of enjoying through 
evevy period of their eternal ex- 
istence. Nowcan there be great- 
er, or more valuabie, or more nec- 
essary, or more durable blessings 
than these, which God freely of- 
fers to ail sinners, upon the lowest 
these of- 


and easiest terms? {In 


fers, therefore, God displays the 
richest and most astonishing grace. 
The apostle having given a strik- 
ing representation of the wretched 
and guilty state of sinners by na- 
ture, proceeds to give a more 
striking, though faint description 
of the marvellous grace of God 
in their salvation. Speaking in 
the name of christians, he says, 
‘But God, who is rich in mercy 
for his great love wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were 
dead in trespasses and sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ 


(by grace ve are saved) and hath 
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raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus. ‘That in the ages 
to come he might shew the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness towards us, through 
Christ Jesus.” Such a salvation 
God has actually bestowed upon 
sinners, and such a salvation he 
now freely offers to all, who will 
cordially accept it. Such exceed- 
ing riches of his grace God now 
displays in his offers of salvation 
to sinners.in the gospel. And are 
not such offers of so great satva- 
tion, worthy of all acceptation, by 
those who deserve and stared ex- 
posed to eternal destruction ? 

4. If God be consistent in cal- 
Jing more than he has elected to 
eternal life ; then he is consistent 
in every thine, respecting his calls 
to sinners, of which they are apt 
to complain. In particular, 

He is consistent in sending the 
offers of salvation to a part, and 
not tothe whole human 
Ashe hasa right to call some 
whom he has not elected, so he 
has a right not tocall some whom 
he has not elected. Ife calls all 
where he sends the gospel; but 
he does not call any where he 
does not send the gospel. ‘This 
matryy have called insincerity and 
inconsistency in God; but there is 
no ground for this objection. If 
he has a right to call some whom 
he has not elected, he must have 
as good a right not to call some 
whom he has not elected. He 


may have good reasons for send- 


racé.-—— . 





A Sermon—from Matthew 22, 14. . 


ing the gospel] to one nation and 
not to another, and for calling all 
where he sends the gospel, and 
for not calling any where he does 
not send it. T'hose who live un- 
der the light of the gospel, hav« 
no reason to call the consistency 0: 
God in question, because he does 
not send the gospel and the offers 
of salvation to all the heathen 
world. Ifany have reason to com- 
piain, they are the only persons 
who have reason to complain, but 
they have no reason to complain ; 
for they are sinners and deserve 
to be denied every temporal and 
spiritual favour. 

Again, God is consistent in call- 
ing so long as he does, those whom 
It has 
shown, that he is consistent in cal‘. 


he has not elected. been 
ing them, notwithstanding he has 
D > 


not chozen them; and if this be 
consistent, then it is equally con- 
should call them 
time after time and yeara 


the last moments of life 


sistent that he 
ter year. 
even to 
thongh he does not intend to save 
them at last. He may answer the 
same important purposes by call- 
ing them so lon; and using so 
many means with them, as by cal!- 
themonce. As he putsa price in 
their hauds when be knows they 
have no heart to improve it, so he 
may continue that price in their 
hands as long as they live, thongh 
he knows, that they never will im- 
prove it; and so make the offers 
of lire a savour of death unto death 
and aggravation of their final ruin. 
Again, since God is consistent 
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jn offering salvation to the non-, to hear, that God bas chosen some 


elect; so he is equally consistent 
forever, for 
refusal 


in punishing them 
their free, voluntary 
of his gracious and sincere offers. 
This many call inconsistent, insin- 
cere and unjust. Since the good 
ness ot God in offering them salva- 
tion on the easiest and best terms, 
does not lead them to repentance, 
but to impenitence and unbelief, 
they jusily deserve to be punished 
forall their sins, and especial- 
ly for their sins of impenitence 
and unbelief. They have as fair 
an opportunity to embrace the 


gospel and secure the salvation of 


their souls, as the elect have; but 
they reject the offers, which the 
elect embrace; and why should 
they complain if God treats them 
according to their own free, volun- 
tary conduct? ‘The truth is, God 
is consistent, but they are incon- 
sisteut. God's are equal, 
but their ways are unegual.— 
They abuse the 


tience, and forbearance of God, & 


ways 
goodness, pa- 


treasure up to themselves wrath 
against the day of wrath, and 
righteous judgment of God. 

5. If God be consistent in offer- 
in salvation not only to the elec’, 
but to the non-elect; then it is of 
great importance, that all men 
should see this consistency in the 
divine conduct. It is found to be 
very hard to make men sce this 
consistency ; not because they are 
incapable of secing it, but because 
they are naturally extremely un- 
wilting to see it. ‘Tbey can bear 


m0 


to salvation ; and are even pleased 
with the doctrine of personal e- 
lection to eternal life, if it be 
preached separately and ur- 
connected with any other doctrine. 
They are not so well pleased to 
hear, that God has passed by, or 
reprobated some of the human 
race; though thev can bear to 
hear even the doctrine of repro- 
bation, if it be preached separate- 
ly and unconnected with any oth- 
er doctrine. But they cannot 
very patiently endure to hear both 
the doctrine of election and of rep- 
robation brought into view at once 
in connection with the sincerity of 
God in his offers of salvation to all. 
This they say is puzzling preach- 
ing. But it is not my design to 
pazzic, but to instract, in this dis- 
course. Christ taught that * many 
are called, but few are chosen,” 
though he knew that his declara- 
tion would puzzle some then, and 
ten thousand more in time to come 
Why then did he make the ceclara- 
tion? It was because he knew 
that God had called some whom 
he had not chosen; because he 
knew. that he sincere in 
calling those whom he had not 


was as 


chosen, as in calling those whom 


he had chosen; becanse he knew, 
that men might see (he consisten- 
cy of his calling those» whom he 
had not chosen; and because he 
knew that it was of vast impor- 
tance, that men should see the 
consistency of these most interest- 


ing truths. But there is ground 
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to suppose, that some’are pleased 
with the doctrine of election be- 
cause they think they are elected 
and safe. Some are displeased 
with the doctrine of election, be- 
cause they doubt whether they 
are elected. And others dread the 
doctrine of reprobation, because 
they fear that they are reprobated, 
None of these selfish persons wish 
to see the consistency of the doc- 
trine of election and the doctrine 
of reprebation with one another, 
and wiih the divine sincerity in 
offering salvation to all. Those 
who are pleased with the doctrine 
of election, merely because they 
think it secures their salvation, 
are not at all.concerned to knew 
whether God is consistent in choos- 
ing them and passing by others, 
because they value their own good 
more than the good of all other 
And those 
who hate the doctrine of reprolo- 


men & all other beings. 


tion, merely beeause they fear that 
thay are reprobated, are not at ail 
concerned to see the consistency 
of God in calling them, when he 
has reprobated them; for they 
had rather all the elect should be 
destroyed, than that they them- 
selves should be finally lost. But 
neither those who love, nor those 
who hate the doctrines of election 
and reprobation in their real and 
inseparable connection, can cor- 
dially embrace the gospel which 
contains these two doctrines, ani! 
requires men to approve of both, 
us consistent with each other and 
with the sincerity of God, in call- 
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ing those whom he has not elect- 
ed. Hence it is of vast importance 
that 
prove the doctrines of election and 


preachers should clearly 


reprobation, and clearly illustrate 
their consistency with each other, 
and with the sincerity of God in 
offering salvation to all, though 
he has chosen but a part of man- 
kind. ‘Those who understand and 
love these two doctrines in their 
harmony and connection, are pre- 
pared to understand and embrace 
all the other doctrines of the gos- J 
pel, and to praise, and glorify, and J 
enjoy God in the kingdom of heav- 
en, where those doctrines will be 

a permanent source of gratitude 
and joy to allthat are redeemed 
from among men. 

6. If the gospel of the grace 
of God, which bringeth salvation, 
teaches us that ** many are called 
but ” 


are chosen ;” then it 
places those who enjoy it in a 


few 
very critical asd interesting situ- 


ation. If men believe and love 
both these doctrines, the gospel 
will save them; but if they dis- 
believe and hate both these doc- 
trines, the gospel will destroy 
them. They cannot believe one 


without believing the other ; 


and they cannot disbelieve one 
without disbelieving the other.—— 
lf they believe, that some are 
chosen, they must believe, that 
some are notchosen. If they be- 
lieve some are chosen, tev must 
believe, that some will be saved. 
If they believe, that pone are cho- 


sen, iney must Delieve, that mone 





ic 





will be saved. 
approve of God’s saving the elect 
and destroying the non-elect, they 
cordially approve of the gospel, 


If they cordially 


which must save them. But if 
they heartily disapprove of God’s 
saving the elect, and destroying 
the non-elect, they heartily dis- 
approve of the gospel, which 
must destroy them. There can 
be no neutrality in this case.—- 
Every one must believe, or dis- 
believe the gospel. Every one 
must love, or hate the gospel.—- 
The kingdom of heaven is come 
nigh you, and you must enter in, 
or refuse to enter in. You know 
that many are cailed, but few are 
chosen. It is vain to hope tha: 
you can enter into the kingdom 
of God, without believing and 
loving both these truths. 
have heard them from the mouth 
of the only Saviour, and you can- 
not forget Thev will 
meet you in health and in sick- 


them. 


ness, in life and in death, in time 
and eterrity, and determine your 


final and eternal destination.—— 
God is now sincerely calling all, 


and it is as much as th soul is 
worth, for any one to reject, or 
make licvht of the call, or atlempt 
to’ excuse himself. ‘The door of 
metcy is open, and ail things are 
now ready for your reception ; 
and how can you escape, if ye 
neglect so great salvation. 





For the Christian Magazive. 
Messrs Editors, 
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worthy of insertion in your Mag- 
azine, it is at your service. It is 
an account of a conversion which 
took place several years ago, and 
the facts are stated from personal 
knowledge. 


A. B. now Mrs. C. was a young 
woman of respectable connections 
in common life, cheerful in her 
disposition, of vigorous health, un- 
commonly active, and agreeably 
situated among her relatives and 
friends. She was warm in her 
friendship; and, though the far- 
thest possible froman unworthy ac- 
tion, she loved the company of her 
young companions, and was fond 
of an occasional hour of gaiety 
and mirth in their society. 


Her conversion took place as I 
have said, several years ago.— 
She had been at her uncle’s to 
pass an evening, with some friends. 
She went with rather more re- 
flection than usual, though noth- 
ing particular lay on her mind ; 
and she spent the time much as 
she had often spent an evening, 
in nothing which would common. 
ly be thought improper indeed, 
but yet in that light and trifling 
manner which is but too charac- 
teristic of youth in general. 

She was living; at the time, 
with her sister who was married 
and settled in the neighbourhood. 
In returning home she mast nec- 
essarily pass a certain street up 
which she always went in going to 


She had pass- 


the house of God. 
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ed itin asimilar way an hundred 
times before perbaps, and always 
with as littie reflection as she had 
passed any other street. But now 
the Lord’s time had come, and she 
felt impressions to which, till now, 
she had been a siranger. The 
slight seriousness which had hung 
about her mind through the even- 
ing was now suddenly changed 


into most awfulsolemnity. Eter- 
nity seemed but a step from 
her. 


A. B. had been in general ro- 
igiously educated ; and formerly 
she had received many lessons of 
religious instruction from an em- 
inently pious man, then no more. 
Her sister too and family had 
great regard for religion. But 
A. B. now felt, for the firsf time, 
a lasting conviction of entire de- 
pravity. 

The particular thought which 
the Holy Spirit was pleased to 
employ as a medium of conviction, 
was this—it was as she passed the 
street above mentioned--* Per- 
haps I shall never pass that street 
and up where I have 
house of 


again ; 
so often been to the 
prayer, perhaps I shall go no 
more.” This was the thought, 
nor could she dislodge it from 
her mind. It followed her-home, 
and caused her a sleepless vight. 

Nor did the night pass with on- 
ly this thought in mind. It was 
the rallying point for others, and 
a multitude that came like armed 
men and overwhelmed her in 
{rouble for her soul. She was 
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led to the thought of her guilt 
and God’s holiness, and to all the 
revolvings of solicitude, 
which are wont to fila truly 
wounded spirit’ 

Her sister and 
were professors of religion; but 
convictions like those of A. B. 
were strange things in their fami- 
ly. 
themselves nor in their acquaint- 
ances. The appearance of A. B, 


deep 


brother-in-law 


They neither knew them jn 


therefore, was the more observed 
—-aod impressive. On meeting a 
member of the family in the morn- 
ing to whom she was particularly 
attached, she said —afiera consid- 
erable time before she could say 


Yr 


any thing—‘ will you forgive me ?’ 


lt was spoken sith a flood os tears. 


Utierance was denied to none 


and she remained in silence. 
Similar, at first, was her address 
to aimost all her friends, though 
they. like this one knew of notb- 
ing in which she had injured them 
to which she could refer, and 
could only understand her in ref- 
erence to what she feit in general 
for having so neglected 
Christ. 


In this state of mind she contin- 


g long 


ued several days, perhaps two or 
three weeks, during which she 
found no rest and no peace. ‘Whe 
impressions on her mind, though 
variable in degree, were, in gene- 
ral, pungent and powerful, and, at 
so. She ap- 
peared spiritual 
things almost as sensible as ma- 


terial things are apprehended.— 


times, exceedingly 
to apprehend 











The purity and holiness of God; 
the odiousness of sin ; her desert of 
psnishment on account of sin, and 
especialiy ber defiiement with it; 
God’s readiness to pardon were 
she only penitent aud believing in 
Christ ; the tender compassion of 
the Redeemer ; and yet her awful 
exposure while continuing as she 
was :—these, and similar thoughts 
seemed present to her mind as liv- 
And it was 
striking to observe, how, from her 


ing, sensible realities. 


appearance, there grew insensibly 
in every beholder a conviction of 
the truth and importance of re- 
Alter a eonsiderable time, 
a gradual composure and peace 


ligion. 


succeeded {(o pungent convictivn 
and deep distress. 

The change in A. B. was very 
masifest to all. She had no instan- 
taneons consciousness of it herself, 
and the moment of release was 
not so sensibly marked by her as 
ut to 
all her acquaintances the change 
With occa- 
sional interruptions from doubts 
whether her experience was gen- 


it is wont to be by many. 


was unguestionable. 


uine, her state was now that of 
uniform quietness and peace.— 
‘There was also much of joy and 
happiness. All was calm. She 
rather reserved 
But her tone of 


was modest and 
as to herself. 


sentiment and moral feeling was 
highly evangelical and decided, 
and her apparent happiness in 
thoughts of God, and Christ, and 
heaven, and glory, was marked 
by all. 


Her anxiety for others 


AT 
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was noticable from the first. She 
was now also abundant in reading 
the bible and in prayer. And 
thus she continued to live while 
I knew her, ten years, and till a- 
bout the time of her marriage, 
when a removal to a distant part 
ef the country prevented my fur- 
ther particular acquaintance with 
her case. From occasional oppor- 
tunities of seeing her still, and es- 
pecially from the high estimation 
in which { know her to be held 
as a christian by all who know her 
best, | feel warranted in giving 
assurance that she aderns the doc- 
trine of God our Savior. 

But what I have in view is some- 
And what I wish 
particularly here is, to call the 
attention of christian readers to 


thing further. 


what, from this, we see may be the 
importance of evena single con- 
version in common life. Judging 
from the effects of this, it may be 
immense. 

As has been suggested already, 
the family in which A.B. lived 
though respectful towards religion 
and themselves, the ‘united head 
being professors, was not acquaint- 
ed with experimental religion. 
And tho’ they always, with scarce- 
ly a single failure, attended public 
worship on the Sabbath, and kept 
itstrict at home, yet they not un- 
frequently complained, if the doc- 
trine of our depravity, or of regen- 
eration, or of the election of grace 
was discussed. They believed 
these things, they would say. No 
doubt they are true. But they 
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cid not think them profitable sub- 
jects, 

But the time had come when 
things were soon to assame a new 
aspect. ‘Two in the family were 
much affected by what they saw 
in A.B. the 


yea La hoped ihey 


and in course of a 
had found mercy. 
it may be observed here too, that 
for aught that is known they botb 
sustain to tbis day an irreproach- 


But A. 
3. and these her two triends were 


able christian character. 


in the midst ef a dark region.— 
Lightness and vanity had long had 
possession of the minds oi the 
young throughout the place.— 
Nor was the church, in many of 
its members, very spiritual. Many 
professors of religion lived with- 
out prayer in their families, or e- 
ven the reading of the scriptures 
except on the Sabbath and very 
seidom perhaps on other days.— 
It was also the custom for persons 
to make a profession of religion, 
or unite with the church, without 
pretending to have experienced 
religion, in their hearts ; and as 
it would seem merely to provide 


for the more consistent baptism of 


Bat now the meal 
A. B. 
and her two friends made the plac 


their children. 


had received the leaven. 


¥ 


e 
asudject of constant prayer. One 
h 


more about this time, and muc 

in the same lonely way, became 
serious and obtained hope. Things 
continued in this state four or five 
years, though a considerable blow 
was strock by the change in these 
few and their coming forth, most 
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of them, in a profession of relig- 


ion Not a few were more 
thou¢ghti(ul; and one more now 
became hopefully pious. Aod 


here it may be observed of him, 


that he atterwards received an 
education preparatory, and is now 
«i missionary among the Heathen, 
noder the patronage of the Amer- 
ican board. He lived in the same 
family 


this 


with A. B.; and from about 


time uncommon solicitude 
was felt for the family, aod espeéc- 
ially for the heads of the family by 
A. B. 


‘hey conversed and prayed over 


and now by ber three friends. 
their state. And indeed religion 
was begineing to be more and 
more promipent in the family.— 
But there was no special serious- 
ness on the minds of any more 
of them for some time. At length, 
however, Mrs.—-—the sister of A. 
B. and wile of Mr.—_—became im- 
pressed. And the praying mem- 
bers of the family were of course 
encouraged. ‘They resolved. to 
set a part an hour for prayer for 
themselves without the knowledge 
of the family, when the salvation 
of the family should be made the 
subject of particular supplication. 
Mean while the husband became 
impressed; and but a few days 
had passed, when, as they rose, 
very early one Sabbath morning, 
fortheir little meeting, who should 
they meet, on going duwn stairs, 
but Mr. and Mrs. both re- 
joicing in hope aod praising the 
Lord. 








almost too much 
for A. B, and ber friends; and all 


t was 














mingled tears of joy. Then— 
which was a new thing and a 
strange thing--Mr. 





led in pray- 
er. Though he had beep a pro- 
fessor twenty years, he felt that 
he had never known the 


true religion before. 


joys of 
So thought 
also his wife, who had not been 
a professor so long by two or three 
years. 

The influence of A. B’s. con- 
version had hitherto been compar- 
atively confined ; bat now it was 
to be felt more widely. Mr. 
her brother-in-law could sot rest. 
He knew there were others in the 





church in the same state in which 
he had been; and trusting in the 
Lord, that his eyes had been open- 
ed, he wished some way to make 
his case known. Not many days 
passed before he had an opportu- 
nity to address a small neighbor- 
hood assembly. He simply stated 
his case. ‘1 did not make a pre- 
fession thoughtlessly,’ saidhe. 4] 
But 


+} never knew 


did it from a sense of duty. 
O,’ continued he, 
the depravity of my heart, and 
how much I needed Cirist. I nev- 
er felt that | must be born again; 
but vainly trusted that somehow I 
had religion and did love God.- — 
But,’ he added, ‘I have seen the 
emptiness of itall. My beart has 
appeared in a light in which I nev- 
ec saw it before—-and now I hope 
He 
is altoxether lovely and precious. 
Havng thus stated his case, he 
then entreated any who might be 


have truly found the Savior. 


to what 


in circumstances similar 
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his had been, to examine them- 
selves and make thorongh work 
of repentance. The few words 
he said had a powerful effect.”°-- 
lie had been regarded as among 


all 


church ; and if -uch was found to 


the most religious of the 
be his case, it was time indeed for 
others to look around. Aithongh 
seme scoffed, the consequence was 
as it has proved to thm day in 
hopeful charity, that not less than 
with him 


were 


five or six who were 


members ot the church, 


brought to see themselves and re- 
pent. 

Bat this is not all. One of A. B's 
friends had himself friends ; & they 
through bim or otherwise were 


several of them affected. Some 


of the children alse of those who 


had been so Jong members of the 


church, seeing their parents im- 


~ 


. ? 
secume Impressed 


} them- 


pressed, 
selves. ‘Thus considerable serious- 
ness spread through the society. 


On the whole, not to mention 


others who apparently became pi- 
ous inconsequence of A. B’s con- 
version, there may be reckoned 


asthe trait of it, Grst, one mission- 


ary among the Fleathen; second, 


one pastor at home; third, two 
females also sharing with their 
husbands the burden of the sacred 
calling; fourth, three candidates 
looking forward to the ministry ; 
and, fiith, one other young man al- 


of his 
studies—-not without leaving, how- 


so who dicd in the midst 


ever, a lasting remembrance in 
the minds of those who kuew him 
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of his sincere piety and his fer- 
vent desire to serve God in the 
ministry. 

While he admires the sovereign- 
ty and grace of God, let, then, 
every christian reader persevere 
in prayer for thoze around him, 
even though all be darkness and 
death, assured that though but 
one be convérted at first, many, 
and some missionaries and pastors 
in the church, may at length be 
gathered to the praise and glory 
of the Redeemer. Fipeuis. 





From the Philadelphian. 
A SOLEMN WARNING TO MERCHANTS 
AND MEN OF BUSINESS. 

Duriog the progress of one of 
the, recent revivals of religion 
withio the bounds of the Presby- 
terian Church among others who 
assembled in the weekly anxious 
meeting, on a certain evening a 
middle-aged man in a gentee] 
habit entered the room and@eated 
himself in the midst of this en- 
quiring circle. 

The minister who used to con- 
verse with al] present on such 
occasions, soon came to him and 
taking him by the hand, affec- 
tionately inquired whether he tn- 
derstood the object of this meet- 
ing: and whether by his pres- 
ence he designed to signify his 
determination of immediaiely seek- 
ng an interest in Christ. ‘T’o 
these and other similar questions 
he answered with an emphasis in 


the affirmative. His soul appear- 
ed to be in agony. 

Aiter listening to the remarks 
which were made, as applicable 
to the case of awakened sinners, 
he, together with the others re- 
tired. For several weeks in 
succession, he was found in this 
meeting—siill deeply exercised, 
but without having received any 
relief. 

On one of these occasions, as 
he was about to retire, he was 
asked why he thus delayed com- 
plying with the terms of salva- 
tion—why he declined throwing 
himself upou the mercy ot Christ, 
by submitting unconditionally to 
his demands. Others who had 
been awakened more recently 
than himself were daily fleeing 
to Christ their refuge. 

His case, in consequence of his 
thus lingering, was continually be- 
coming more and more alarming. 
He was therefore urged to lose no 
lime iu searching out that bitter 
thing, (whatever it might be) 
that prevented bis finding mercy, 
and that engrossed his affections, 
to the exclusion of the Savior.— 
*¢ What is there (said this minis- 
tering friend to him,) with which 
you cannot part for an interest in 
the love vi Christ?’ Said the 


gentleman in reply, * | cannot 


now give you the purticulars of 


my alarming case, but I will 
thank you to call at my house to- 
morrow, for | wish very much to 
have a conversation with you.””—- 
The next day, in compliance with 
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this request, the clergyman called 
ophim. The gentleman met him 
at the door, and immediately con- 
ducted him to the parlour. After 
signifying to his family that he 
wished them to retire, he turned 
and addressed himself to the min- 
ister in substance 
“© Mr. , knowing that you 
were ignorant of the history of 
my life, | have had a desire for 
some time to see you under fa- 
vorable circumstances for a free 
conversajion. In regard to the 
communication which | am now 
about to make to you for the first, 
and for the purpose of obtaining 
your advice, | have to acksow!l- 
edge that J have resisted the dic- 
tates of conscience, which have 
Jong urged me to this step, until I 
can resist no longer. Iam now, 
as you may be led to conclude, 
in easy circumstances as respects 
this world. About one year siace, 
1 removed from the city of-———— 
to this country seat, with an ac- 
cumulation of property which 
would warrant me in retiring from 
the pressure of an extensive mer- 
cantile business for the enjoy- 
ments of domestic life. My hap- 


as follows :— 


piness since I left the city has_ 


been uninterrupted until the com- 
mencement of this revival. The 


scenes which J have since wit- 
nessed have very forcibly called 
to my mind the resolutions | often 
used to form, for the purpose of 
pacifying my conscience, while in 
eager pursuit of the world, that 
after I had accomulated a certain 
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amount, I would retire from the 
noise and business of the city, and 
spend the remainder of my days 
in prepariog for a better wogld 
than this. With these resolutions 
in recollection, | have often felt, 
as you have urged meto an im- 
mediate decision, that 1 had now 
no excuse remaining. 

I have leisure and every con- 
venience for attending upon all 
the means of grace. _ For several 
weeks past, my mind has been 
more excited perhaps than it ever 
was before, on the subject of my 
welfare in eternity. 1 bave tend- 
ed your anxious meetings; I have 
attentively listenedto your preach- 
ing, and I see clearly the propri- 
ety of immediately surrendering 
myself into the hands of God as 
many others have done in the 
mean time. 

I have examined myself, agree- 
ably to your request, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining, if possible, 
the obstacle in the way of 
salvation; and | am now, for the 
sake of relieving my mind aod 
knowing my duty, about to reveal 
to you what I never revealed to 
any man. 

While engaged io mercantile 
business,as many others have done, 
I allowed myself in the innoceni 
practice, (as custom would seem 
to render it,) of misrepresenting 
and over-reaching, not even ex- 
ercising bowels of mercy for the 
poor, the widow or the fatherless. 
And, in many instances, my eager 
grasp for gain has resulted in 
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bringing poverty aad distress into 
many families. 
Wherever I could 
elgim legal, the law of right or 
wrong was not consulted. And in 
one instance, by failure ia business 
to a large amount, I ruined cer- 
tain individuals; afd although [ 
have long since had it io my pow- 
er to relieve them from distres- 
sing poverty, | have until this day 
been inexorable to their plezs. | 
have, in short, discovered to you 
the manner; in which myself, and 
as I fear many others, have secur- 
ed the treasures of this world.—- 
Now, the question with which l 
have felt myself straitened, and for 
the solution of which I ask your 
advice, is this :—Is it my duty so 
far as my recollection can make 
discovery, to restore to the {nil 
amount whe ver individuals have 
suffered loss through my injus- 
tice? But, before you answer 
this question, let me apprize you 
that, in so doing, I must probably 
surrender my property to the last 
farthing. And, ‘o tell you the 
truth, although my conscience has 
given me no peace for several 


render a 


weeks past. in consequence of 


my refusing (o correct every act 
of injustice, however trifling it 
might have appeared at the time 
of its occurrence; yet 1 cannot 
make up my mind, as I am now 
passing into the decline of life, 
however reasonable it may be, to 
surrender a'l my possessions into 
the hands of those whom I have 


injured.” 
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As he gave this relation it was 
very apparent that there was an 
alirming struggle between the 
dictates of conscience and the un- 
yielding inclinations of a proud 
heart. After a short pause, said 
the minister, in reply --** My dear 
friend, 1 have listened with the 
deepest interest to your recital ; 
norcan {| wonder that a review of 
your life should fill your soul with 
anguish: but I was sarry to hear 
you say that you cannot make up 
your mind to do what both reason 
and conscience decide to be an act 
of justice. 

Your case is indeed a peculiar 
one, and | fee! that it requires the 
wisdom of some one more experi- 
enced than myself, to designate to 
you, in this awful dilemma, the 
path of duty. But remember ! 
no man can be saved until he places 
such a valae upon his soul, that he 
woul! be willing to make any and 
every sacrifice for its salvation.* 
Noman can be pardoned, until he 
is willing to perform whatever 
God commands however sell-deny- 
ing and inconvenient it may be.” 

With these remarks he left 
him: but, (as he afterwards said) 
not without strong apprehensions 
that, rather than perform evident 
cuty, himself being judge, he 
would cling to his possessions with 
an unyielding grasp, and risk the 
fearful consequences. 

The the 
first opportanity of consulting some 
of his most judicious brethren. 
and afier lisieving to the painful 


minister embraced 
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circumstances of his case, they 
were ufanimons and unhesitating- 
ly decided in the opinion, that 
the word of God and the dictates 
of his conscience were in union; 
and that ifhe could not * bring his 
mind” to an act’ of justice, it clear- 
ly evinced two facts : 

1. That his sorrows for the er- 
rors of his past life did not amount 
to uny thing like wagenrous repent- 
ance, else he would be willing to 
correct them at any expense. 

2. That his ** easy curcumstances” 
were held dearer to fis affections 
than the salvation of his soul, else 
he weuld have felt no difficulty or 
hesitation in practically solving 
the tearful problem-——“ What shall 
it pofit a man if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul; 
or what shall a man give in ex- 
change for bis sou! ?” 

But to conclude this affecting 
narrative. A few days only elaps- 
ed beiore the 
was renewed ; and, awful to relate, 
it now appeared that, instead of 
implicitly obeying the voice of 
God and of justice, without any 
darling reserve, this convicted 


solemn interview 


and * almost persuaded” maa had 
réturned to the world——virtually 
bidding the Holy Ghost, which 
had arouse) conscience from her 
this 
time, when I have a convenient 
season | will call for thee.” And 
what is now most to be feared, 
if not most expected, is, that, in- 
stead of ever retracing his steps, 
he will hold fast ‘is possessions, 


slumbers--*Go thy way iw- 
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and finally be found among the 
wretched, who for the love of 
money have. ulready drowned 
themselves in destrnction and 
perdition, pierced them- 
selves through with eve:lasting 
Martvs. 


and 


sorrows. 

*We presume that nothing more is 
here meant than that a higher estima- 
soul than on 
any other personal interest. 


tion should be set on the 


NATURAL ABILITY. 

Natura] ability is the intellect- 
ual and bodily strength of a man 
to perform every action which God 
requires of him. Ability relates 
to action: and all men, according 
to this acceptation of the word, 
are able to perform what Ged re- 
quires. For, God is infioitely rea- 
sonable in his requirements. It 
is as much impossible for God to 
require more of us than we have 
intellectual and corporeal strength 
to perform, as it is for him to be 
unjust, ‘There is a perfect corres- 
pondence between the commands 
of God, and the natural ability of 
the subjects of his command, Ac- 
cordingly he does notcommand the 
idiot to be a philosopber; nor 
those who are naturally blind, 
deal and damb, to see, hear or 
Nor does he require in- 
for 
they are unable, God requires no 
natural impossibilities. But he re- 
quires those actions and those only 
which men are able to perform if 
they choose to obey hiin. Accor- 


speak. 
fants to do the work of men: 
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dingly he requires children to obey 
their parents ; parents to provide 
for theie children; and the rich to 
Ina word, God 
commands all men every where 


viveto the poor. 


to repent, and love him with all 
the heart, because they have natu- 
ral ability to comply wita the com- 
‘mand. And, | may challenge an in- 
stance either law or 
gospel, of God’s requiring men to 


under the 


perform, that which exceeds their 
natural ability. The command 
of God never exceeds the natural 
ability of man. Accordingly he 
Says, are not my ways equal ?-— 
And, if there be first a willing 
mind it is accepted according to 
that aman hath, and not according 
to that he hath not. 
Dr. S. Spring. 


From the Utica Repository. 
THE PILGRIM S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 

TEENTH CENTURY—BY BUNYANUS. 

CHAPTER V. 

Then the Interpeter took the 
pilgrims out into a field,. which 
they saw a man carefully plough- 
ing, and preparing it to cast in the 
seed. Then he bid the pilgrims 
ask the man why he did so; and 
the man an:wered, that be careful- 
ly prepared his ground, and sowed 
his seed, because he believed that 
all thiogs take place according to 
an immutable decree; and that 


this decree establishes a firm con- 
nection between the means and the 
end; and that if it was decreed 
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that he shoald reap a harvest, it 
was equally decreed that he should 
plough his field, and sow his seed. 
He was therefore using the ap- 
pointed means, tn order to secure 
the desired end. 

Then the Interpreter took them 
to an adjoining field, which was 
uotilled, and growing up with 
weeds, while the owner was sitting 
idle, with his hands folded, and 
looking at his ground, to see what 
would take place. So the Inier- 
preter bid the pilgrims ask him 
why he did so differently from his 
neighbor, and he answered, that 
be did not, like him, believe that 
events take place according to any 
fixed and established order; and 
consequenily, that be thought he 
should be just as likely to reap 
a larvest, if he did nothing to his 
field, as if he shonld cultivate it 
with ever so much diligence; and 
nut wishing to bestow his labor 
for nought he was taking his ease 
and waiting to see what his ground 
would produce. 

Then said Uhoughtful, | think 
I uaderstand the meaning of these 
things. Butthe men act contrary 
to what is frequently represented 
a3 the natural effect of their be- 
lief The belief that every thing 
lakes place according toa fixed 
decree is often thought to be a- 
dapted to discourage men from 
using means, instead of being an 
encouragement. 

In. That is often said, indeed; 
but it must be said without much 


reflection. These men act in ex- 











act consistency with their belief. 
The first believes that all things 
take place in a regular order, 
which is established by an immuta- 
ble decree. He believes that this 
decree establishes a firm connec- 
tion between the means ani the 
And this belief prompts him 
to use means in order to attain the 
ead; for he knows tbat if the 
means fail, the eud will also fail. 
While the other man does not be- 
lieve the doctrine 
He does 
there isany established order of 
he 


end. 


of decrees at 


all. not believe that 


events. And consequently, 
feels no inducement to use means; 
for he thinks every event is mat- 
ter of chance, and that he is as 
likely to aitain the end in one way 
as in another, without means, as 
with them. It is certain, whatev- 
er may be pretended, that men 
never do use any means to attain 
an end, any farther than they sup- 
pose there is some established 
connection between the means 
and the end; thatis, they never 
use means any farther than they 
believe in the doctrine of decrees. 
Some, indeed who wish to keep 
God out of their sight, call this 
a law of nature; but that is only 
another name for the fixed decree 
And 


of the Author of nature. 


here we see the self-contradiction 
of those who say, if it is decreed 
they shall be saved, they shall be 
whether they use the means of 
salvation or not; or if it is decreed 
they shall be lost, they shail be, 
let them do what they will. 


Ki- 
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ther they do not believe thedecrees 
or they love sin & are determioed 
to liveinit. Ifthey believed the 
means and the end were coanect- 
ed together by an immutable de- 
cree, and had a sincere desire to 
secure the salvation of their souls, 
they would be disposed to use 
the means of salvation with all 
diligence. ‘They would expect 
(iat ** whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shail he also reap.” 

Then he took them to another 
place, where a judge was seated 
upon bis tribunal, and several pris- 
oners were standing before him, 
who had been engaged in rebell- 
ion against their lawful govern- 
ment; and on due trial had ‘been 
convicted of their crimes, and 
were now aboutto receive their 
sentence. The judge spoke to 
them on the blessings of good gov- 
ernment, and pointed out the e- 
normity of their offence, in en- 
deavoring to destroy it and intro- 
duce anarchy and confusion. He 
pointed out the wisdom and equi- 
ty of the law, which doomed them 
to confinement for life in the pub- 
lic prison. Heshewed how rea- 
sonable it was that those who had 
endeavored to sacrifice the inter- 
ests of a whole ,community, to the 
gratification of their own wicked 
passions, should now have their 
own interests given up in order 
to secure those of the community- 
He pointed out, for the warning of 
others, the misery they had thus 
brought upon themselves; and 
in a most feeling manner, pronoun- 
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ced upon them the sentence of 
the law. He then delivered them 
into the custedy of the officers 
whose business it wasto put the 
sentence in execution, charging 
them, at the same time, to inflict 
no more upon them than the law 
demanded. Then I saw, that all 
the spectators were deeply moved 
and with one voice acknowledged 
the justice and humanity of the 
judge, and the propriety of the 
senience which had been pronoun- 
And even the prisoners 
themselves had nothing to say a- 
gainst it, but acknewledged both 


ced. 


his justice and his goodness. 

Then said the Interpreter to 
the pilgrims, Take notice of these 
things, and settle them deep!y in 
your minds. 

Pil. We doso. 
explanation ? 

In. Did you notice the appear- 
ance of the judge ? 

Pil. We did. 

Ia. Did he appear hard, or cru- 
el, or malignant ? 

Pu. Not at all. 
compassionate and merciful, tho’ 
strictly just. 

In. Did be seem to have ary 
regard for the good of the crimin- 
ats whom he condemned ? 

Pil. He did seem to have the 
tenderest regard for them, and was 
much moved when be pronounced 
the ventence. 

In. fhe had any regard for 
their good, why did he not ac- 
quit them ? 

Pel. We said that 


But what is the 


He appeared 


the public 


The Pilgrim’s progress in the nineteenth Century. 





good required their condemnation, 
and it was right that their private 
interest should be given up in or- 
der to secure the interests of the 
community, which they had en- 
deavored to destroy. 

In. Just so. ‘he judge acted 
a perfectly disinterested part.— 
He valued the happiness of the, 
criminals according to its real 
worth; but he valued the good of 
the community more, because it 
is worth more. And so he gave 
up a less good to secure a great- 
er good which was doing right. 
And the criminals themselves feit 
constrained to &acknowledge both 
his justice and his goodness. This 
the conduct 
of our Lord the King, in the treat- 
ment of his incorrigible enemies. 


case then jilastrates 


He does not pronounce the sen- 
tence of the law upon them, and 
doom them to perpetual confine- 
ment in his public prison, because 
he has any pleasure in their suf- 
ferings. He is full of compassion 


andof great mercy. “He doth 


~not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 


children of meo. He has no pleas- 
ure in the death of the wicked.” 
He values their happiness accor- 
ding to its worth ; but he 
values the public good more than 
the happiness of those individu- 
als, because it is worth more.— 
And so, to secure the public good 
be gives up the private good 
of those individuals, and dooms 
them to suffer the punishment 
which their crimes deserve. And 
when he shall do this, in the pres- 


real 














ence of the whole assembled uni- 
verse, they will all be convinced 
that he is just and good, in so doing. 
Even his enemies will ave noth- 
ing tosay against it; but every 
mouth will be stopped. 

Then he took them to another 
place, where be showed them a 
vast crowd of people, of a most 
wreiched appearasce, clothed in 
rags, and starving with huoger.— 
Near them 
house, abundantly furnished with 


stood a large store 


provisions and clothing for them 
all. Andseveral servanis of the 
owner of the storchouse were em. 
ployed in going round among the 
miserable crowd, and _ inviting 
them to come to the storehouse 
and receive a supply for all their 
wants *“ witbout money and with- 
out price.” But the pilgrims, be- 
held, that, when invited, they ‘all 
with ene consent began to make 
excuse,”’ So the servants return- 
ed and told their lord that they 
could not persuade any to come. 
Then their Jord said, they deserve 
indeed to perish with hunger ; 
but vet, I will nct have all this 
provision made, and fail in my be- 
nevolent purposes. Goagain, and 
invite them. So 
went again, and repeated their 
invitations, and added many en- 


the servants 


treaties; butstill without success 
till at length their lord sent an in- 
visible agent who had power over 
the heart, with directions to go to 
certain individuals of his selection 
and make them ‘willing in the 
day of his power.” So when he 
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touched their hearts, they com- 
plied with the invitations address- 
ed to them, and came to the store 
house, and received freely what- 
soever they needed, But the rest 
still continued to refuse; and some 
of them treated the servants who 
invited them very ill, and loaded 
them with every kind of obloquy 
and reproach. 

Then said the Interpreter, have 
you considered these things ? Why 
do these miserable creatures per- 
ish with hanger? 

Th. There appears to be e- 
nough inthe storehouse for them 
wll, so that those who perish, do 
not perish for want of provision 
nade for them. 

In. No, they perish through 
their own fault. They will have 
no one to blame but themselves. 

Th. But will not the provision be 
wasted? Why was provision made 
for them ell? Did not their lord 
knew that none would acceptit but 
such as his invisible agent made 
willing ? 

In. Yes; 
But 
ed. 
vain. 
er purpose, it was necessary that 
provision should be made suffic- 
ient for the whole, in order that 
ali might be sincerely invited to 
come ; and that they might know 
that the offer was sincerely made, 
so that they might be fully convio- 
ced that they could blame no one 
but themselves. And besides, this 


their lord knew it. 
the provision will not be wast- 
‘Tbeir lord does nothing in 
And if it answered no otl- 


provision is of a peculiar nature. 
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As the brazen serpent lost none of 
its, efficacy to cure the bitten Is- 
raelites after any number had 
looked upon it, so this provision 
suffers no diminution by the num- 
ber of those who partake of it, 
but always continues in the same 
abundance, afler thousands and 
millions have been supplied. Just 
as much was necessary to be made 
for those who are supplied ; and 
no more would have been neces- 
sary for the supply of all. 

Th. Bat will not some of them 
complain of their lord for not 
making all willing when he had 
the power to do it? 

In. They may complain, for 
they are very unreasonable crea- 
tures ; andare seeking occasion 
to complain of their lord. But 
who will think they have reason 
to complain, when they have their 


own choice, and might come if 


they would?) What reasonable 
man will ever complain of another 
for giving him that which he 
chooses for himself? 

Th. Please to explain this to 
us more fully. 

In. Those miserable objects 
which you saw are rebels against 
their rightful lord and sovereign, 
and by their own wicked and fool- 
ish conduct have brought them- 
selves into their present wretched 
state. They are starving with 
hunger, and clothed in rags ; 
and they must perish soon if they 
are not relieved. Their lord, as 
you see, in the greatness of his 
compassion, has made abindant 


provision for them all, and offers 
itto them freely, on the easy 
condition of their accepting it as 
a free giftto the ill-deserving. — 
But they will not accept it. ‘hey 
hate their lord and choose ratber 
to perish, than to be indebted to 
him for any favour. Such are 
the rebels against our Lord the 
king. Snch were we all by na- 
ture, being “ children of wrath 
even as others.”” The Prince Im- 
manuel has by his death, made, 
abundant provision for the whole 
world. And in consequence of 
this provision, his servants are 
sent forth to invite all to come. 
All might come it they would.— 
But so great is the perverseness 
of their hearts, that they will not 
come to him that they might have 
life. And now, he might justly 
leave them all to perish in their 
sin and folly. But he has gracious- 
ly determined that they shall not 
all perish. He has determined to 
leave some of them to perish, for 
the glory of his justice, and to 
make others the monuments otf 
his grace. And he sends forth 
the Holy Comforter to change 
their hearis and make them wil- 
ling. As soon as he touches their 
hearts, by his invisible, but Al- 
mighty agency, they become wil- 
ling, and freely and voluntarily ac- 
cept ihe offered mercy, while the 
rest perish in their sins, and re- 
ceive according to the just demer- 
it of their crimes. But you see, 


that though there is abundant 


provision of food and clothing in 














the store house, it does no good to 
any till they come and _ receive it. 
‘They must come & accept it asa 
free gift. This is thecondition which 
they must perform, or die. 'lhis 
shows the difference between the 
work of atonement and the work of 
redemption. ‘The atonement con- 
sisted in making the provision. Ne- 
demption consists in making them 
partakersof that provision. The a- 
tonement is sufficient for all, but it is 
only applied to apart. ‘The atone- 
ment has been styled a cover for 
sin. The garments laid up in the 
store house may be styled a cover 
for the nakedness of those wretch- 
ed creatures; but they do not ac- 
tually become a cover of their 
nakedness, till they putthem on. 

Then he took them again toa 
prison, and looking into it, they 


saw anumber of criminals who- 


had been tried and found guilty of 
certain crimes. ‘They were con- 
demned already, and the wrath of 
their King abode upon them.— 
And as they looked, they saw the 
King’s officers come to the prison 
with a free and full pardon fora 
part of them, and a warrant for 
the execution of the sentence up- 
‘on the rest. So a part of them 
were set at liberty, and the rest 
were led away to suffer {he sen- 
tence of the law. 

Then said the pilgrims, what 
means this ? 

In. You see here an illustra- 
ion of the sqvereignty of our Lord, 
the King. As these men were 
all justly condemned 


their 


for 
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crimes, so ‘all his rebe!Jious sub- 
jects are condemned already.— 
But as the end of punishment, in 
every good government, is not the 
gratification of malignant feelings, 
but the promotion of the public 
good, and the sentence of the law 
is executed only where the pub- 
lic good requires it, and when the 
public good will admit of it mercy 
is.exercised in the pardon of of- 
fenders; so our Lord the King will 
promote the honor of his name, 
and the highest interest of bis ho- 
ly kingdom, by extending pardon- 
ing mercy to some, and executing 
the penalty of hi§ law upon oth- 
ers, exactly as the public good 
requires. But, as you saw, that 
all these criminals were guilty & 
justly condemned, and their King, 
having determined to show mercy 
toa part of them, made his own 
selection of the objects of his 
mercy ; so our Lord the King 
chooses out of* those 

the like condemnation 


who are in 

whom he 
will have the objects of his mer- 
cy, and whom he will make the 
monuments of his justice. Mercy 
is his own prerogative ; and he has 
aright to bestow it when and. 
where he pleases. And this sov- 
amiable and 
benevolent sovereignty ; not be- 


ing 


ereignty of his is a 
exercised capriciously, but 
according tothe dictates of infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness. 

Then said the Interpreter, I 
will show you a little more. So 
he took them to another place, 
and they saw a wounded man sup- 
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ported by several attendants, and 
the surgeons examining his wound, 
They saw also the man who had 
wounded him, in the hands of the 
officers of justice, who were about 
to lead him away to his trial — 
Then said the surgeons, we have 
examined the wound; and we 
find, that the wonunded man had, 
in his vital parts, a disease, which 
would soon have destroyed his 
life, had it not been opened. But 
this wound has opened the part, 
and will probably save his life.— 
Then they followed the man who 
had inflicted the wound to the 
court of justice; and he was put 
upon his defence. He said he 
had indeed inflicted* the wound 
with the intention of killing the 
other ; but since it appeared from 
the report of the surgeons that he 
had saved his life, he claimed not 
only an acquittal from the charge 
laid against him, bat the reward 
promised to such as save the file 
of another. But the court decid- 
ed, that he must be judged ac- 
cording to his intentions; and 
since these were criminal, he 
mast sufler the punishment which 
the law annexed to his offence. 

Then said the pilgrims, what 
means this ? | 

In. This shows the folly of 
those who teach that utility con- 
stitutes virtue. The man who 
wounded his fellow. had murder 
in his heart. By the hand of Prov- 
idence, however, his weapon was 
so directed, that he saved the life 
he intended to destroy. He real- 


ly accomplished good, while he 
intended evil. But the court just- 
ly decided, that though he had not 
accomplished the evil he intended, 
he was still criminal, and must be 
punished acccordingly. Juias al- 
sowho betrayed his master, and 
those who condemned. and cruci- 
fied him, really accomplished 
good, while they intended evil. 
They accomplished the wise and 
benevolent purpose of our Lord 
the King, thus to provide-an a- 
tonement for the sins of the world 
for which we all have occasion to 
rejoice and give thanks to the 
King, and tothe Prince Imman- 
uel, who consented thus to die.-- 
But these wicked men intended 
eviland were justly condemned 
for it; and some of them, at least, 
if not all, felt and acknowledged 
it, and condemned themselves.— 
And so it is in all cases. While 
wicked men intend evil by what 
they do, our Lord and King in- 
tends and accomplishes good by 
it all. So that, while we blame 
and condemn them for their wick- 
ed design in what they do, we 
have occasion to bless and praise 
our Lord the King for the good 
which he designs and thus accom- 


plishes. 


RICHARD BAXTER. 

The following striking interpo- 
sition of Providence, is said to 
have taken place during Mr. Bax: 
ter’s residence at Coventry.— 























Several ministers ejected by the 
act of uniformity, who resided in 
this city, united with Mr, Baxter 
in establishing a lecture ina pri- 
vate» house, on a neighbouring 
common. ‘he time of worship 
was generally a very early hour. 
Mr. Baxter left Coventry in the 
‘evening, intending to preach the 
lecture the following morning.—- 
The night being dark, he lost his 
way, and after wandering abouta 
considerable time, 
gentleman’s house, where he ask- 
ed for direction. The servant 
informed his master, that a per- 
son of very respectable appear- 
ance, was at the door. The gen- 
tleman, thinking it would be unsafe 
for such a person to be wander- 
ing on the common at so late an 
hour, requested the servant to in- 
vite him iu. Mr. Baxter readily 
accepted the kind proposal, and 
met with a very hospitable recep- 
tion. His conversation was such 
as to give his host an exalted idea 
of his good sense and extensive 
information. The gentleman, 
wishing to know the quality of 
his guest, said after supper, * As 
most persons have some employ- 
ment or profession in life, | have 
no doubt, sir, that you have 
yours.” “ Yes, sir, lam a man 
catcher. ‘“ A man-catcher, (said 
the gentleman,) are you? | am 
very glad to hear you say so, for 
you are the very person I want. 
I am a justice of the peace in this 
district, and am commissioned to 
seize the person. of Dick Baxter, 


he came to a 
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who is expected to preach ata 
conventicle in this neighbourhood 
early {to-morrow morning, you 
shall go with me, and I doubt not 
we shall easily apprehend the 
rogue.” Mr. Baxter very pru- 
cently assented to accompany him. 
Accordingly, the next morning, 
the gentleman took Mr. Baxter in 
his carriage to the place where 
ihe meeting was to be held. When 
they arrivedat the spot, they saw 
a considerable number of people 
for seeing. the 
carriage of the justice, and sus- 
pecting his inteations, they were 
afraid to enter the house. The 
jastice observing this, said to Mr. 


hovering about; 


Baxtey, “ 1am afraid they have 
obtained information of my de- 
sign, Baxter has probably been 
apprized of it, and will not fulfil 
_his engagement ;' for you see the 
people not enter into the 
house. Ithink if we extend our 
ride a little farther, .our departure 
may encourage them to assemble, 
and on our return we may fulfil 
our commission.” When they re- 
turned, they found their efforts 
useless, for the people still appear- 
ed unwilling to assemble. The 
magistrate, thinking he should be 
disappointed of the object he had 
in view, observed to his compan- 
ion, ‘“* That as the people were 


will 


very much disaffected to govern- 
ment, he would be obliged to him 
to address them on the subject of 
loyalty and good behaviour.’’—- 
Mr. Baxter replied, “ That per- 
haps this would not be deemed 
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sufficient: for asa religious ser- 
vice was the object for which 
they met together, they would not 
be satisfied with advice of that na- 
ture ; bat if the magistrate would 
begin with prayer, be would then 


endeavor to say something to 
them.” The gentleman replied, 


putting his hand to his pocket, 
+ Indeed, sir, 1 have not got my 
prayer-book with me, or I would 
readily comply with your proposal. 
However,l am persuaded a per- 
son of your appearance and ‘re- 
spectability, would be able to pray 
with them, as well as talk to them. 
I bee-therefore, that you will be 
s0 good as to begin with prayer.” 
This being agreed to, they alight- 
ed from the carriage and entered 
the house, aud the people hesita- 
ting no longer, followed them.— 
Mr. Baxter then commenced the 
service by prayer, and prayed 
with that seriousness and fervour 
for which he was so eminent.— 
"The magistrate standing by was 
soon melted into tears. ‘Che good 
divine then preached in his ac- 
customed, lively, and zealous man- 
ner. When he had concluded, 
he turnud to the magistrate, and 
said, “Sir, l°am the very Dick 
Baxter of whom you are in pur- 
suit, I am at your disposal,”’ The 
justice however had teltso much 
during the service, and saw things 
in so different a light, that he laid 
aside entirely all his enmity to 
the non-conformists, and ever atf- 
terward became their sincere 
friend and advocate, and it is _be- 
lieved also a decided christian. 





PRAYER FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE 
‘CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 
Your pravers for the success of 


the christian .ninistry must be at- 


t 






Prayer for the Mimstry.——Love to God. 










tended with christian holiness and 
virtue, in your tempers and lives. 
What a sbocking absurdity is it 
for any to pray for the divine as- 
sistance, and success of the gos- 
pel ministry, while they neither 
heartily believe the doctrines, nor 
obey the precepts of that very re- 
ligion which their prayers seem 
to beiriend !: what egregious tri- 
fling, what solemn mockery, what 
odious hypocrisy is this! 
Dr. Tappan. 


LOVE TO GoD. 

The first and. chief motive 
which is to influence us to love 
God with all our hearts, is his in- 
finite cigoity and greatness, glo- 
ry and excellency ; or inone word, 
hes infinite amiubleness. We are 
to love him with all our hearts, 
because he is the Lorn; because 
he is what he is, and just such a 
Beiny as he is. On this account, 
primarily, and antecedent to all 
other considerations, ought he to 
appear infinitely amiable in our 
eyes. ‘This isthe first and chief 
reason and ground upon which his 
law is founded, l am. the Lord.— 
This, therefore, ought to be the 
first and chief motive to influence 
ustoohey. ‘lhe principal rea- 


son which moyes him to require 


us to love him, ought to be the 
principal motive olf our love. If 
the fundamental reason of his re- 
quiring us to love bim with all 
our hearts, is because he is what 
he is, and yet the bottom of our 
love be something else, then oar 
love isnot what his law requires, 
but a thing of quite another na- 


ture. Dr, Bellamy. 








